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...my own
hometown.
| can’'teven
beginto
explainhow God
stretched me,
opened my heart, and
filled my heart with Hiscompassion,
hope, love, and patience. | had been
shdteredinmy ownrura, Chrigtian
existenceand led to believethat the
need inthe Terre Haute areawas
minimal. Thisisalie; | was
overwhelmed thissummer by the
needsof childreninour very own
community.

My primary responsibility this
summer wasto 39-5" gradegirls.
Thesegirlstook over my heart and
arenow forever apart of my life. |
would liketo shareafew of theissues
that my girlsdealt withthissummer to
get afed for some of the needsin our
backyards. Theselittlegirlsdealt with
poverty, homelessness, evictions,
parentsusing and dealing drugs,
witnessing ashooting, verba abuse,
and sexual abuse.

If youdon't think that the
children and teensat 14" and
Chestnut Community Center can use
you, you arelyingtoyoursdf. One
thing that the center isalwaysshortis

volunteers. It would mean theworld
toachildwith nothing, to have
someoneinvest an hour aweek or
month with them, or even more.
Thesechildrenare starved for positive
attention and love, and God hasgiven
you theability to sharethat. For
those of youwho cannot physicaly
volunteer at the center because of
work schedulesor other various
reasons, | challengeyou to commit to
an hour of prayer for the center each
week, and consider what financial
giftsyou could give. Whenwe
consider theblessingsthat God has
givenus, wearecrazy not toinvest
somethinginto thesechildrenand
teens. These children need morethan
foodintheir grumbling tummies
and clotheson their backs;
they need theloveand
affectionof Chrigtians.
Godisaskingyoutodo
this, not just me.
Godisdoing
something grest at the
center, something that staff
and volunteerscould
never doontheir own.
Besdeswitnessingthe
painand suffering, this
summer | experienced
God' s power, mercy,

This summer | was a missionary in the
most unlikely place...

by Jessie Oliver

strength, grace, love, and brightnessin
adark place. | witnessed children
asking Godintotheir hearts. |
listened asthey told me how great
God and Jesus arewithout the
worldly reasonsto say so. Please
listento God and pray about
committing to your talentsto God at
the center. BecauseasEphesians
3:20-21 says, “Now toHimwhois
abletodoimmeasurably morethanall
weask or imagineaccording to His
power that isat work within us, to
Himbeglory inthechurchandin
Christ Jesusthroughout all
generations, for ever and ever!
Amen.” Let'sbringglory toGodin
TERREHAUTE!




Written comments from
a child we serve with her
own spelling...

“l like coming to the Center
because....

1. It's the most “funnest” place
to go

2.The cool field trips

3. Bill, Paul, and Stacie

4. My favorite helpers Donny,
Bethany, and Jana

5.The pageants and talent
shows

6. | need clothes and “your”
kind “enouph” to provide them
7. The Center is the only way |
get to see my friends

You at the Center are my only
hope of success besides
school.”

Liaison Link

Several congregations have agreed to select aliaison from their congregations
to serve on our Liaison Link Board. Pastor Aaron Wheaton of Mt. Pleasant selected the
first liaisons, Clay and Nicole Akers, to coordinate activities between Mt. Pleasant and
the 14" & Chestnut Community Center. The efforts of Clay and Nicoleininvolving the
Mt. Pleasant was such a success (afood drive challenge brought in over 2000 items of
food for Grumbling Tummies Café) that we decided to expand ontheidea. Liaisons have

been appointed from Calvary Temple, Northside United Methodist Church, Memorial
United Methodist Church, Seelyville United Methodist Church, Mt. Pleasant United
Methodist Church and Christ United Methodist Church.

Weinviteall
congregations to appoint a
liaisontotheLiaison Link
Board. Pleasecall Stacieat 232-
3126 for moreinformation or an
application. The next meeting
will be held on November 13" at
5:00 PM at the Community
Center

G rOWI n g U p by Hannah Mayberry

When you look at it from one
perspective, | became an adult this
summer, whileworking at 14th & Chestnut.
| turned 20 years old, no longer technically
ateenager, but a“young adult.” Speaking
in practical terms, my internship at the
Center made me grow up inamuch more
important way. | wasresponsiblefor a
group of small boys, very rambunctious,
very loud, very fast, very elusivelittle
boys. They were quite aresponsibility, a
responsibility I initially didn’t think | could
handle. Infact, | was very hesitant about
working at the Center for that reason. But
| cameto gladly embrace my responsibility
as the summer went on, and as| cameto
lovethe Center kids.

Sometimes| felt completely out of my
league, they had questions |
couldn’t answer, problems| couldn’t
solve. Sometimes| wassimply
overwhelmed with trying to keep themin
line, my reserves of patience
tapped. Yet momentslikethose were
worth the stress, because there were also
genuinely satisfying momentswhen | felt
likeI'd helped one of them, or at least
madetheir day alittle more enjoyable. |
think there's alesson there, one that’s
important to the process of growing up:
sometimes you mess up and sometimes
you succeed, and you have to accept that
and refuse to let fear of failure hold you
back. That'salesson| learned froma
bunch of little boys who weren’t even
born yet when | started high school.



Sharing Holiday Love and Blessings

Many upcoming opportunities
for sharing God's love and your blessings
at the 14" & Chestnut Community Center
abound. A Thanksgiving meal will be
prepared and served on November 25"
(5:30) for the children and their families.
We will distribute Thanksgiving Food
Baskets on that evening to al of the
families. We also prepare and distribute
Thanksgiving Take-Home Food Packsfor
the children since we will be closed for
two days at Thanksgiving.

Our collection of new winter
coats, gloves, and hats has begun for the
children and youth. Many cold winter
nights we watched our children leave on
dark eveningsto walk to their homes. The
coats, hats, and mittens you graciously
donated last year allowed usto bundle

them up with love and warmth for the walk
home. We hope to be able to keep them
warm thiswinter with new coats!

With Christmas and our
celebration of Christ’s birth also comes
the reminder to love and help those less
fortunate than us. We will bless our
children and their familieswitha
Christmas dinner and church service on
December 18. Wewill also distribute
Christmas food baskets on that
evening. Wewill host Christmas
parties complete with Christmasfun,
food, and gifts for the children on
December 11", TempleUMCis
collecting Christmasgiftsfor all of our
children once again thisyear. We will
send home Take-Home Food Packswith

2003 Golf

the Children for when we close on
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.

All of these upcoming ministries
offer many areasin which congregations,
classes, organizations, and individuals
can serve with time, talent, and donations.
If you or your church would like to assist
with any of these special events, please
call usat 232-3126.

Fundraiser
A Success

by Dave Harrah

The 14th & Chestnut Community Center's First Golf Fundraiser was a successful outing. The fundraiser raised $6,137.00, for the

operation of the center. The Golf Fundraiser committee would liketo thank all
the persons who participated in the outing, the hole sponsors, and the
businesses that gave us donation for prizes. We had 70 golfers and 48 hole
sponsors, a lunch buffet before the outing, and prizes for the golfers. The first
place winnerswere the First National Bank and Trust team, the second place
was Labor Temple Association team, and Third place was Indiana M echanical
Contractorsteam. | would liketo give special recognition to Bob Bozarth, Ginny
Rundel, Mary Jensen, Kristin Marlin, Brooke Sullivan, and Bill Feltsfor helping
make thisfundraiser asuccess. They all work hard either planning the Golf
Fundraiser Outing, and working the day of the outing.
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New Food Pantry Director

Meet Cathy White

| thank the Lord for allowing meto bea
part of feeding the hungry. Even beforel
met Jesus my heart was always broken for
meeting the actual physical needs of
people. Now | understand that the Lord
hasbeentraining me al my lifefor this
ministry and others| am involved in now.
Never before havel felt | wasin the
perfect will of theLordasl amnow. | am
atransplanted Southern Bell who gets no
greater joy than seeing people give their
livesto our Savior, and then sharing His
love in atangible way. Jesus said when
we do it to the least of these, we actually
doituntoHim.

| am also currently leading worship at
Calvary Templeon 25", work with thekids
some at Grumbling Tummies, and oneto

twotimesayear | goto Romaniaon a
mission trip to work with orphans. How |
would love to have afood ministry on the
streets of Romaniafor all the homeless

children!

Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard is still in
desperate need of food. The pantry
is close to bare. Catholic Charities is
also low on food, so we really need
individuals and Churches to help out.
If you could start a food drive or take
an offering for the Pantry it would be
very helpfull!!

If you have any questions, please call
Bill Felts or Cathy White at 812-232-
3126.

Items Needed:

Canned meat - any kind or
combinations (beef stew, etc.)
Canned fruit (no peaches)
Canned Juices

Our Cupboard Needs Filled

Canned Soups (no tomato)
Canned Pork & Beans

Spaghetti Meat S
Cereal - Any kind
Macaroni & Chee

Pastas - Variety (No elbow macaroni)

Boxed Potatoes

Boxed Dinners (Hamburger Helper,

etc.)
Crackers
Cake Mixes

auce

Se

Flour & Cornmeal

Sugar
Cooking Ol
Dried Beans

Money for Meat and bread

Canned Potatoes
Canned Peas

Canned Mixed Vegetables

| am so proud of ALL the volunteerswho
giveof their timeand livesin thisministry.
| know that the Lord sees the hearts and |
know asthey giveit will be given unto to
them.

A specia
thanks to
our new
volunteers,
Rick and
Pet Eldred.
Wecall
themthe
organization
specialists!
Recently,
they have
SO
graciously
donated
and put in
new
shelving
and reorganized the pantry, and made
some tremendous improvements. They
also did the samefor Grumbling Tummies.
We all can never thank them enough for
allowing the Lord to use their talents.

All of usin the food pantry want to send a
special thank you to all of you who

donate food or money. We could not
make it without your help. We arean
awesome team working together for the
good of thiscommunity and ultimately for
thiscity. Itisour prayer that aswe give
food to the hungry, people will seethereal
bread of life.

Lovein Jesus
Cathy White



How Time Flies!
by Paul Brown

Well, ayear has gone by since | entered
the doors of the 14" & Chestnut
Community Center and what ayear it has
been. A year where | have experienced
being “Po-Po” the Clown to helping
judge the Little Miss Chestnut pageant.
In between, the day-to-day challenges
of helping to keep the Center operating
makes life hectic. It has been ayear of
growing and learning how best to help
Bill keep things on an even keel at the
Center and of helping Stacie to keep 50-
60 children where they belong and
orderly.

What began as an AARP
position of basically checkingin
children has become ajob of many
responsibilities and duties. | have come
from not knowing the name of achild to
knowing each child’s name, needs, and
personality. What a difference ayear has
made in so many of the children. Many
who were unruly, troublesome, and who
had so much distrust of us at the Center
last year have taken a 180-degree turn
and have emerged live butterflies out of
cocoons as compl etely new individuals.
They seelifein anew and different light
than they did a year ago.

For me, my position here at the
Center has changed from onewhich |
was hesitant to take to one which has
been one of the most fulfilling for me
emotionally in my many years of work
experience. | have atremendousfeeling
of need here and feel so appreciated for
the effort | put into this position.

To express in words what the
14" & Chestnut Community Center does
for the neighborhood and the children
who live here, is difficult to do. A person
needs to visit the Center and see the
results of the effort we put forth to reach
both the neighborhood and the lives of
the children who attend regularly.

What next year will bring, | do
not know, but | do know that it will be
exciting to seewhat children wereach
and what changes we seein their lives. |
pray for God’s guidance in the coming
year in how to reach each child and
improvetheir lives.

Feeling and CaringS

Many miracles and wonders were being
done through the apostles, and everyone
was filled with awe. All the believers
continued together in close fellowship
and shared their belongings with one
another. They would sell their property
and possessions, and distribute the
money among all, according to what
each oneneeded. (Acts2:43-45TEV)

Since you are reading this story, you
probably already have some connection
with the 14" and Chestnut Community
Center. Consequently, you likely know
about most of the ministries at the center.
In fact, you are probably one of the many
servants who volunteer your time,
talents, and treasures.

Additionally, you are on avariety of
committees and have aleadership rolein
your home church. Your righteous
resume is long and spans decades of
work for theLord. Andyou aretired.
Burnout is more than a concern because
itisapart of your hectic schedule. You
try your best to confine it to your days
off, but sometimes those days are too full
to accommodate additional troubles.

As| click down these thoughts and
check off another task on my to-do-today
list, | wonder how. How can there be so
much stuff to do? How much can | get
done this afternoon? How many things
will havetowait until tomorrow? It
seems too big to think about. The weight
of the world is compressed to my shoes.
Tomorrow, | will need to buy new gel
insertsagain, if | havetime.

IS Living
Work

by Tim\oll

Therole of the servant is numbing.
Feeling and caring isliving work. Where
did the apostles find the love to start the
church? In chapter two of Actswe read
about the fellowship of the apostles, and
their lovefor each other. Love, fellowship,
and family between servants, churches,
and communitiesmay seemlikean
obvious answer to the many needs we
face. Somewould argue that yeswe are
connected, and yes we do work together.
But how do we measure “ connectedness’
and togetherness? Do we share all our
possessions and properties according to
each ones needs? Jesus teaches that he
who keeps his life will lose it, but he who
loses hislife for my sake will find
everlasting life.

Lives are being changed every day at the
14™ and Chestnut Community Center in
Christ through you. What would result
from more servants, morelove, and more
fellowship? Canyou remember theworld
looking at the church and filled with awe?

POPCORN

The Boy Scouts at the 14th & Chestnut
Community Center are selling popcorn.
73% of the profitswill stay with the local
troop. Please help the boys raise money
for their annual expenses and eguipment.
To place an order, send a message to
thdist@abcs.com including your name,
address, phone number, e-mail address
and the itemsthat you would like to order.
If you have any questions, send a
message or call 812-232-3126 or 1-800-919-
8168. The popcornwill arrivearound
Thanksgiving and you can pay when you
pickit up.
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Growing at the
14" & Chestnut
Community

Center
By SacieMarlin

Growth can be seen and
assessed in many different ways at the
14" & Chestnut Community Center. This
fall we have witnessed many nights
where we have served 60+ children. This
isnearly double the number of children
who were being served last fall by our
free, after-school program. On one recent
Monday night, we witnessed nearly 90
hungry children, youth, and adults being
fed awarm, freemeal. Serving anight at
Grumbling Tummies Caféisan eye-
opening experience for many. Hungry
lines of children don’t just exist in far off
places such as Africa. Lines of hungry
childrenformin Terre Haute, Indiana

It has been exciting to see
growth in the area of volunteers serving
at the Community Center. Many new
congregations, organizations,
businesses, and individuals are serving in
thisinner-city ministry. Asthe number of
volunteers grow to serve our children and
youth, we watch relationships grow and
blossom. Many of our children arein
need of love and attention. The smaller
the child to adult ratio, the more

opportunities exist for these relationships
to develop.

We are honored to be God's
servants here at the Community Center,
doing what He has asked usto do. We are
blessed to witness the growth in the
personal lives of these children. Pastor
Felts, Paul, and | have marveled this
month at how much better the children are
acting and how few children have beenin
time-out and trouble thisfall. Wherewe
once saw anger and hatred in certain
children’slives, we are now seeing
forgiveness and a gentler spirit. The
children and youth are reaching out to
one another when they see each other
hurting. They ask for prayer for one
another, their families, and themselves.
Several have accepted Christ astheir
Savior thisfall and we are blessed to know
that lives are being changed in many ways
here each day — spiritually, physically,
academically, and socially.

Christ asked each of usto make
disciples of the nations of the world and
aswe do He promises that Heiswith us
aways (Matthew 28:19-20). And aswe go
about thiswork, John 13:35 tells us that
Jesus' followerswill be known by thelove
we show for one another. Daily at the 14
& Chestnut Community Center we see
love growing by leaps and bounds for
each child, youth, adult, volunteer, and
staff member. God is so faithful toHis
children!

a poemfroma 10 year old
girl the Center serves (with
her own spelling)...

“Wether”

The wind blue my

Tears away. The rain
Frightened my cry. The
Sun dride the day.

The leaves colored the
ground.

Wind blue the leaves.
The winter color
brightened

The ground.

The sun melted the snow
To water.

The flowers bloomed and
the

Flowers perfumed the
Earth.

Help to Beat the Heat (Bills)

Even after the installation of insulation donated by Memorial UMC
last winter, our heating bills at the Community Center
averaged $1200-$1500 per month. A self-addressed envelope is
enclosed in this newsletter if you are able to bless us with a donation
to help keep the Center warm this winter for the children we serve,

we will be most grateful.




Why Garrett Volunteers

Why | volunteer.

| first began volunteering to give me
something to fill my daysup last year
when | had no job. | found about 14" &
Chestnut Community Center from the
bulletin at church one Sunday last
August. Thebulletin wasfilled with all
types of information about service
projects and volunteering and 14" &
Chestnut jumped out at me. | wanted to
do something that involved working with
kids and this was the perfect opportunity
so | jumped right in. That Monday after
church | called the contact number and
spoke with Eldora Brown. | showed up
that afternoon for atour and started
volunteering the next Tuesday, which was
thefirst day of the after school program
for last year. And every since then | have
never regretted volunteering at the Center.

| choseto volunteer for several different
reasons. Thefirst reason wasto fill my
days last year since | had no job. The
reason | continued to volunteer is
because | feel that God callsusal to do
some type of service and he placed 14" &
Chestnut right in my lap. In 1Corinthians
12:4-6 Paul tellsus* There are different
kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. There
are different kinds of service, but the
same Lord. Thereare different kinds of
working, but the same God works all of
themin all men.”

Going to see the kids makes my days
every timethat | go to the center, no
matter how aggravated | am with them.
There has always been at |east one thing
happen each day that makes me come
back the next. During my summer break |
wanted to come up and visit with the kids
that | came to love and care about during
the past year but | never had the chance.
As the school year was approaching |
knew that | had to have ajob this year,
and | knew that | wanted to volunteer. |
applied for at least twelve different jobs
hoping for flexible hoursso | could
continue to volunteer but did not receive
aphone call from one of them. | began the
year volunteering again still hoping for a
joband | finally got one with the math
department at school. Thisway | was able
to work and volunteer because | made my
own schedule at work.

| came back this year because | love the
kidsand | know that God wants me to be
here. There are times during the day when
| will questionwhy | am here, and | always
receivethe answer, | am there for thekids.
Itisimportant as avolunteer to remember
to put the kids first. They are the reason
for the center and should be the reason
we volunteer. You will be made fun of at
times and be picked on every chance that
they get, but you must ook past that and
see that they enjoy you being there and
spending time with them. Thesekidsare
human beings and deserve to be treated
likethem. Don't feel sorrow or pity for
them, be joyous that they are at the center
trying to stay out of trouble and they
need good role modelsto look up at.
Becometheir friends and get to know
things about them and their families and
truly truly carefor them.

May God bless those who do hiswill.
Garrett Schindler

THREE CHEERS

FOR CHANCES

FOR INDIANA
YOUTH!

Karen Speedy and her terrific
organization CHANCESFOR INDIANA
Y OTH have been atremendous asset to
our programming at the 14" & Chestnut
Community Center. We wanted to take
this opportunity to thank them for the
support they have given to us. Through
these opportunities, many doors have
been opened for the children and youth
we serve.

«» CHANCESprovided fundingfor
our 3-high school studentsto
build leader ship skillsthis
summer through the
WildernessAdventure
Program.

+ CHANCESprovided funding
that helped our children and
youth toremain off of thestreets
and out of troubleduringthe
summer months. Many field
trips, educational opportunities,
leader ship training, and our
summer car nival weremade
possibleby funding provided
through CHANCES.

+ CHANCEShasenabled usto
bringtheSURVIVAL SKILLS
program for our teenagegirls.
Thisfundingwill purchasethe
initial program curriculum,
assist with training expenses,
and support theprogram
throughout thisschool year.
Vital skillsaretaught to our
youth through thisprogram.

+ CHANCESisatremendous
supporter of our freefall after-
school program.

Words are inadequate to express our
gratitude for this great organization.
THANK YOU CHANCES!



14th & Chestnut

Community Center

1403 Chestnut St.
Terre Haute, IN 47807

812-232-3126
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The mission of Kingdom’s Kids ministry
is to provide school age children with educational, cultural,
spiritual and recreational activities
so that they might experience God’s love in
Christian community,
gain a sense of self-worth as children of God,
and learn to live by Kingdom values.
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